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American Dream Vacations

7310 E. Ben White Blvd., TX  78741   Phone: 512-385-3680
E-Mail:  kurt@americandreamvacations.net   Website:  www.americandreamvacations.net
We find that understanding the electrical components of the RV operating systems is one of the most confusing yet important parts of the RV experience. Partially drained batteries can cause a wide-range of issues. 

Generally, there are three ways to ensure your RV is charging the batteries. If the truck engine is on it will send a charge to the house battery bank. Towable will have take a charge from the tow vehicle if the 7-way connector’ charge line has been hooked up. 

Running the generator while in travel allows full RV functionality and battery charge. Once at your destination plug into electrical shore power right away. The RV is not designed to operate solely on the 12V battery without taking a charge—dry camp at your own risk. 

Below is an amperage usage chart showing what different appliances will draw from the RV power systems. Remember good power management greatly reduces the chance of an electrical failure in an RV. 

One other thing to keep in mind is many RV appliances require more amps to start the appliance than they do to run the appliance. A roof air conditioner can draw 16 amps to start, but may only use 13 amps once it is running.
*Statistics below provided by KOA.com/RV Services 
	120 Volt AC Amp Ratings

	Appliance or Electronic Equipment
	Estimated Amps

	Air Conditioner (X number of A/C)
	12-16 Amps

	Blender
	5-6 Amps

	Coffee Maker
	5-8 Amps

	Compact Disc Player
	1 Amp

	Computer (Laptop)
	2-3 Amps

	Converter
	1-8 Amps

	Crock Pot
	1-2 Amps

	Curling Iron
	<1 Amp

	Drill
	2-6 Amps

	Electric Blanket
	0.5-1.5 Amps

	Electric Fan
	1 Amp

	Electric Water Heater
	9-13 Amps

	Electric Skillet
	6-12 Amps

	Hair Dryer
	5-12 Amps

	Iron
	5-10 Amps

	Light (60 watt % 120V)
	<1 Amp

	Microwave
	8-13 Amps

	Microwave (Convection Oven)
	13 Amps

	Refrigerator in AC mode
	5-8 Amps

	Space Heater
	8-13 Amps

	Television
	1.5-4 Amps

	Toaster
	7-10 Amps

	Vacuum (handheld)
	2-6 Amps

	VCR
	1-2 Amps

	Washer/Dryer
	14-16Amps
	

	 
	

	12 Volt DC Amp Ratings
	

	Appliance or Accessory
	Estimated Amps
	

	Aisle Light
	1 Amp
	

	CO Detector
	1 Amp
	

	Fluorescent Light
	1-2 Amps
	

	Furnace
	10-12 Amps
	

	LP Gas Leak Detector
	1 Amp
	

	Overhead lights (Per Bulb)
	1 Amp
	

	Porch Light
	1 Amp
	

	Power Roof Vent
	1.5 Amps
	

	Radio/Stereo
	4 Amps
	

	Range Hood (Fan & Light)
	2-3 Amps
	

	Refrigerator (LP Gas Mode)
	1.5- 2 Amps
	

	Security System
	1 Amp
	

	Television (12 volt)
	4-5 Amps
	

	TV Antenna Booster
	<1 Amp
	

	TV Antenna Booster 12 Volt outlet
	Up to 8 Amps
	

	Variable Speed Ceiling / Vent Fan
	4 Amps
	

	VCR Recorder / Player
	2 Amps
	

	Water Pump
	4 Amp
	


Hopefully this clears up any confusion on the difference between using amps supplied by the campground electrical source (AC amps), and using amps supplied by the converter (DC Amps).

Happy Camping!

